
 

 
 

THE GOSPEL 
At Living Hope Bible Church, you will hear the word “Gospel” repeatedly because it is the 
most important truth that we can know and experience. The Gospel is not merely a 
message that needs to be shared with non-Christians, but to also be taught to Christians. 
It is not something maturing Christians move beyond, but rather something they move 
deeper into. The Gospel is the lens in which we must view theology, ministry, and all of 
life.  
 
The Apostle Paul defined the word “Gospel” concisely in 1st Corinthians 15:3-5 when he 
wrote, “Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that 
he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to 
Cephas, then to the twelve.” Simply, the Gospel is all about Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, 
and its implications for our lives. 
 
The word “Gospel” literally means “good news.” The Gospel is the declaration that God 
took on flesh through the person, Jesus Christ, and delivered mankind from sin and His 
righteous judgment. He rescued mankind by living the perfect life that we could never 
live, dying the substitutionary death that we deserved, and then resurrecting from the 
dead in order to give us true life in the Spirit. While the Gospel can be stated in a 
sentence, it is more comprehensively the grand narrative of redemption that is told 
through the entire Bible from Genesis to Revelation. The Gospel is the glorious story of 
how God reconciles the whole world back to Himself and culminates in the life, death and 
resurrection of His Son Jesus Christ. It is infinite, yet simple.  It is cosmic, yet personal.   
 
JESUS IS OUR KING. 
 
We believe Jesus is God. We see his teachings as the way to live the life we’re designed to 
live: not as good advice, good suggestions, or good morality, but literally good news. 
Jesus came proclaiming this good news of the kingdom of God, and through his life, 
death, and resurrection He provided a way for people to join His kingdom.               



 

Because of this, everything we do is all about Jesus, all for Jesus, and all because of Jesus. 
Our purpose at Living Hope Bible Church is to help each person learn more about Jesus 
who changes everything and offers each one of us grace, forgiveness, redemption, 
restoration and new life now and forever. 
 
DOCTRINAL STATEMENT PURPOSE AND SCOPE: 
 
The purpose of this doctrinal statement is to serve LHBC by helping to define what we 
believe the Scriptures clearly teach and to protect us from falling into error. However, our 
hope does not lie in this statement. Our ultimate hope is in our great God of the Gospel. 
We trust the Holy Spirit to guide and keep us according to His perfect Word.  Additionally, 
we do not rely on this document to preserve the future generation of the church. By 
making disciples, our commitment is to entrust the glorious message of the Gospel to 
faithful men, who will be able to teach others also (2 Tim. 2:2). We place our stake in 
discipleship not in a document.   
 
The scope of this document and its intended use is to provide a framework for what we 
believe and teach at LHBC. The footnotes are intended to serve the reader by providing 
further depth and understanding. Knowing how narrow to construct a doctrinal 
statement is challenging. On one hand, we don’t want to form our doctrinal positions 
narrower than what Scripture clearly reveals, becoming arrogant and close minded in our 
interpretation while thinking other positions are not within the realm of orthodoxy. On 
the other hand, we don’t want to include teaching that is in error and dishonoring to 
Christ.   
 
All who desire to become members of Living Hope Bible Church must affirm our 
Statement of Faith. Practically speaking, it is possible that some members of LHBC may 
disagree or have slight differences in theological interpretations with portions of the 
broader doctrinal statement. However, if you are serving in a teaching capacity, please 
adhere to this doctrinal statement, or bring your theological disagreement before the 
elders of LHBC. We hope this document will serve us in accomplishing the mission of the 
church.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

STATEMENT OF FAITH  
 

 We believe God’s Gospel is revealed in the Bible, which is His inspired, inerrant, preserved 
Word. It is sufficient and authoritative for all matters of faith, life, and godliness. 

  
 We believe God’s Gospel originates in, and expresses, the wondrous perfection of the 

eternal, triune God who exists in three distinct persons: the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 

 We believe God’s Gospel is a declaration of God the Father’s love for His glory.  He orders 
and disposes all things for His glory according to His own purpose and grace. 

  
 We believe God’s Gospel is made known supremely in the person of Jesus Christ, who is 

fully God and fully man. He lived a perfect life, died a substitutionary death on the cross 
for the sins of the world, was buried, and after three days rose from the dead, conquering 
death, and is now seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  
 We believe God’s Gospel is applied by the power of the Holy Spirit. Every believer is 

regenerated and indwelt by the Holy Spirit enabling us to walk in the newness of the 
Spirit and grow in Christ-likeness.  

  
 We believe God’s Gospel alone addresses our deepest need. Because all men are sinners, 

refusing to live according to God’s glorious design, we are in need of repentance and 
salvation from sin and its dominion. We believe that salvation is by God’s grace and 
mercy. Salvation is proclaimed through the preaching of the Gospel, received by faith and 
repentance, through the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit. 

  
 We believe God’s Gospel transforms, reorients, and constrains the whole person.  God 

created humanity as distinctly male and female. As Christians we are to glorify God with 
our bodies because we are both created and purchased by Him.  Sexual intimacy is a 
wonderful gift from God that is only to be expressed between one man and one woman 
(as genetically defined by God at birth) within the covenant of marriage.  Marriage is the 
uniting by God of one man and one woman in covenant commitment for a lifetime.  

  
 We believe God’s Gospel compels us to Christ-like, missional living in the world. God’s 

justifying grace must not be separated from His sanctifying power and purpose. We are 
to make disciples among all people, always bearing witness to the Gospel in word and 
deed. 

  
 We believe God’s Gospel is now embodied in the church whereby all true believers are 

united through faith in Christ according to the truth of God’s Word. 
  
 We believe God’s Gospel will be brought to fulfillment by the Lord Himself at the End of 

the Age.  Jesus Christ will come again to the earth — personally, visibly and bodily — to 
consummate the eternal plan of God.  

  
 We believe God’s Gospel requires a response that has eternal consequences. The saved 

will be raised to life with God forever, and the unsaved to eternal punishment in Hell away 
from the presence of God in Hell and the glory of His might.  



 

 DOCTRINAL STATEMENT 
 

SCRIPTURE 
 
 
GOD'S GOSPEL IS AUTHORITATIVELY REVEALED IN THE SCRIPTURES. 

The Bible, which consists of the 66 books of the Old and New Testament, is the complete 
written Word of God.1 The Scriptures are the supreme authority for Christian life and 
doctrine comprising the record of God’s self-disclosure to mankind. The Scriptures are 
both fully2 and verbally3 inspired by God. Therefore, as originally given, the Bible is free 
from error in all it teaches and is able to lead us to salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. 
The copies of God’s Word that we hold today have been preserved by God and remain 
accurate to their original meaning. All believers are exhorted to study the Scriptures4 in 
humility asking the Holy Spirit to remove spiritual blindness so they can diligently apply 
God’s truth to their lives. Every doctrinal formulation, whether of creed, confession, or 
theology, must be put to the test of the full counsel of God. The Bible speaks with 
complete authority about every matter it addresses.5 The words of Scripture concern 
issues of life and faith before God, and because counseling issues are matters of life and 
faith, the Bible is a sufficient resource to define and direct all counseling ministry. The 
truth of Scripture stands in judgment over men; never do men stand in judgment over 
the Scripture.6   

Key Texts: Ps 19:7-9; Isaiah 40:8; Matt 5:17-18, Matt 24:35; 2 Tim 3:16; Heb 4:12; 1 Pet 1:24-
25. 
 
-------------------------------- 
1 In making this statement we are denying any biblical authority contained in non-canonical books or extra-biblical 
apocryphal documents or any other religious books such as the Koran or Book of Mormon. The 66 books of the Bible 
alone contain the authoritative words of God. 
2 This is the same concept as plenary. The word plenary means “full” or “complete.” 
3 The term “verbally inspired” does not mean that God verbally spoke every word to the writers of Scripture. Rather, the 
word verbal affirms the idea that inspiration extends to the very words the writers chose. 
4The truth of God's word is fixed in a grammatical-historical hermeneutic and is communicated using normal rules of 
grammar; therefore, a grammatical-historical hermeneutic is used to determine textual meaning. 

5 When we say that the words of Scripture are ultimately self-attesting this is an acknowledgment of God’s unabashed 
claim to preeminence. The Bible is not validated as God’s words by appealing to a higher form of authority like human 
intellect or human understanding of science because then the Bible is no longer the absolute authority. The thing to which 
we appeal becomes more reliable than the Word of God. All ultimate forms of authority must by definition appeal to 
themselves. 
6 Triunely, God created the heavens and the earth in a literal six-day period. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
THE TRINITY 

 
GOD'S GOSPEL ORIGINATES IN, AND EXPRESSES, THE WONDROUS 
PERFECTION OF THE ETERNAL, TRIUNE GOD. 

 
There is one God who exists in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.7 In the unity of 
the Godhead each person is co-existent, co-equal, and co-eternal. God is infinite, 
almighty, sovereign, omniscient, omnipotent, omnipresent, and perfect in holiness.  Key  
 
Texts: Gen. 1; Deut 6:4; Isa 44:6-7; John 1:1, 14; Acts 5:3-4; Col 1:15-20; Heb 1:1-3. 
 
-------------------------------- 
7 The Bible speaks of the Father as God (Phil 1:2), Jesus as God (John 1:1; Titus 2:13), and the Holy Spirit as God (Acts 5:3-
4).   The Trinity is not a belief in three gods, nor a belief that God is one person who took three consecutive roles. Instead 
it is one God, who exists as three Persons. Each Person is not just a part of God, but each is fully God and equally God. 
Within God's one undivided being is the expression of three Persons. The distinctions within the Godhead are not 
distinctions of His essence, nor are they additions to His essence, but they are the unfolding of God's one, undivided being 
into three real Persons.  
 

 

 

 

GOD THE FATHER 

GOD’S GOSPEL IS A DECLARATION OF THE FATHER’S LOVE FOR HIS GLORY 
AND THE GOOD OF HIS CREATION. 
 
God the Father was, is, and will always be the Creator of all things. He orders and disposes 
all things for His glory according to His own purpose and grace. He is the only absolute 
omnipotent ruler in the universe and is completely sovereign over all. He has freely 
decreed for His own glory all things that come to pass, and His plans and purposes 
cannot be thwarted. He continually upholds, directs, and governs all.8  He perfectly and 
completely knows the end from the beginning, and providentially brings about His 
eternal good purposes to redeem a people for Himself and restore His fallen creation, to 
the praise of His glorious grace.  Key Texts: Gen 1:1-31; 1 Chr 29:11-12; Dan 4:34-35; Jer 
32:17; Luke 12:32; Romans 8:28-38; Eph 1:11.  

---------------------------------- 
8 The belief in God's sovereignty means nothing escapes God's notice, not a molecule spins without His permission and 
not a grasshopper dies apart from His decree. Every interpersonal interaction, every private thought, every conversation, 
every “accident,” every argument, every sin, every “natural” disaster, every physical injury, every disease, every hurting 
heart is not only known to Him but providentially guided by Him for His sovereign good purposes. The implications are 
massive and humbling! 
 

 
 
 



 

 
JESUS CHRIST 

 
GOD'S GOSPEL IS MADE KNOWN SUPREMELY IN THE PERSON OF JESUS 
CHRIST AND IS ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH HIS WORK. 

Jesus Christ is God and existed before all things.  All things came into being through Him 
and are held together by the word of His power. He is the image of the invisible God, the 
first-born of all creation, and in Him dwells the fullness of the Godhead bodily. Jesus, 
Israel’s promised Messiah, was supernaturally conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of 
the virgin Mary.  He was and is fully God and fully man. He perfectly obeyed His heavenly 
Father and lived a sinless life. He is the only Savior for the sins of the world. Having shed 
His blood, He died a perfect, all sufficient, substitutionary death on a cross, thereby 
reconciling us to God. When Jesus redeemed us from sin, we were declared righteous by 
the Father by having our sin credited to Christ and His righteousness credited to us.  He 
rose bodily from the grave, was victorious over death, and ascended into heaven where 
He intercedes for us at the Father’s right hand. He is the head of the church and rules as 
Lord over all. Key Texts: Mt 1:23; Phil 2:5-8; Col 1:15-17; John 1:1, John 14:7-8; Heb 1:1-3; 1 
Cor 15:1-4; 2 Cor 5:21; Rom 5:12-19. 
 
 

THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
GOD'S GOSPEL IS APPLIED BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
 
The Holy Spirit is God and existed before all things. He was sovereignly active in creation, 
the incarnation, and the inspiration of Scripture. Now He is active in illumination, the work 
of salvation, the process of sanctification,9 and the gifting of believers. Bringing about the 
new birth of sinners in faith, He forms, unites, seals, and completes10 the body of Christ. 
The Holy Spirit awakens, transforms, empowers, assures, and equips believers to glorify 
God.  
 
While all believers are indwelt by the Holy Spirit at conversion, the New Testament 
indicates the importance of an ongoing, empowering work of the Spirit subsequent to 
conversion. Being indwelt by the Spirit and being filled with the Spirit are theologically 
distinct experiences. The Holy Spirit desires to fill each believer continually with increased 
power for Christian life and witness, and sovereignly imparts His supernatural gifts for the 
edification of the body and the building up of His church around the world. The 
Scriptures encourage all believers to submissively seek spiritual gifts. The gifts are not to 
be used for the benefit of self alone but always for the building up of the church. God the 
Holy Spirit is sovereign in the bestowing of all His gifts and the loving exercise of these 
gifts is essential for the growth of a healthy church. Speaking in tongues and the working 
of sign miracles in the beginning days of the church were for the purpose of pointing to 
and authenticating the apostles as revealers of divine truth, and were never intended to 
be characteristic of the lives of believers.  Key Texts: Gen 1:2; John 3:5-8; Rom 8:9-11; 1 Cor 
2:10-16; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11; 12:12; 13:8-10; 2 Pet 1:19- 21; Eph 1:13-14, Romans 8:16, 
Ephesians 3:16; 4:7-12, 4:30, 5:18; Heb 2:1-4.  
--------------------------------------- 



 

9 The fruit of the Spirit listed in Galatians 5 is evidence of divine assistance in overcoming the sin nature.  
10 The ministry of the Spirit in both the Old and New Testament is multifaceted.  

 
THE NATURE OF MAN 

 
GOD'S GOSPEL ALONE ADDRESSES OUR DEEPEST NEED. 

God created man and woman as an expression of His own image, the crown of all 
creation11; distinct in gender, with different roles .12 Even though men and women were 
designed to glorify God and to have fellowship with Him, man rebelled against God.13 

Being estranged from his Maker, yet responsible to Him, man fell under divine wrath.14 

Man became inwardly depraved and utterly incapable of returning to God apart from 
God’s saving grace. This depravity is radical and pervasive, extending to the mind, will and 
affections.15 Unregenerate man lives under the dominion of sin and Satan, at enmity with 
God, hostile toward God, and hateful of God. Mankind is not only sinful because of the sins 
he commits, but is by nature sinful.  All people, whatever their character or attainments, 
are lost and without hope apart from salvation in Christ. Key Texts: Jer 17:9; Jn 6:44; Rom 
1:18-32; 3:9-20; Eph 2:1-3; Heb 2:3,4.  

 
--------------------------------------- 
11 “Crown of all Creation” refers to the fact that God created man unique and different from the rest of creation. Man was 
created with attributes that plants and animals do not possess, namely, will, reason and morality. These “crowning” 
features enable man to worship his Creator. 
12 The Bible teaches that God created men and women biologically distinct (Gen. 1-2). Furthermore, the doctrine of 
creation points to the doctrine of salvation; that is, humanity restored and redeemed. This implies that Christians are to 
glorify God with our bodies because they were both created and purchased by Him (1 Cor. 6:20). This purchase comprises 
the whole person (2 Cor. 5:17). Therefore, we are called to honor the Lord Jesus and to submit to Him our sexual desires 
as well as our conduct (Matt. 5:28; Gal. 5:19–21; Eph. 4:22–24; Col. 3:5; 1 Thess. 4:1–8). We are to flee all forms of sexual 
immorality (1 Cor. 6:18; Eph. 5:3–5; 1 Thess. 4:1–8). We are to embrace God's design for gender norms as they were 
originally intended (Deut. 22:5; 1 Cor. 6:9; 11:3–16; 1 Tim. 2:9). Christians believe that we are not our own and that we 
owe every facet of our existence—our gender expression, our roles, and our sexuality—to Jesus Christ (Col. 1:15–20). The 
Elders of LHBC affirm the Nashville Statement. See affirmations: https://cbmw.org/nashville-statement/ complementarian 
roles within marriage and the church. See affirmations: https://cbmw.org/about/danvers-statement/ 
13 The fall as recorded in Genesis 3 documents the entrance of evil into the world; however, its origin is a question that is 
difficult to answer. Adam and Eve were certainly culpable since they were justly punished for their rebellion; but, they did 
not act without Satan's condemning and deceiving influence. God who cannot be condemned or accused of evil was 
aware that His creation was capable of evil and did not intervene.  
14 This sentence of judgment extends from Adam to all mankind according to Rom 5:12.  
15 The doctrine of total depravity does imply that we are evil to the highest degree, yet it is true that man does not always 
live up to his full capacity of sin. This doctrine states that we are totally affected by sin including our intellects, emotions, 
desires, hearts, goals, motives, and even our physical bodies. The most serious implication of this total depravity is that 
we are unable to seek God (Ps 14:1; Rom 3:10-12, etc.).  

 

 

 

 



 

GOSPEL-CENTERED LIVING 

GOD'S GOSPEL COMPELS US TO CHRIST-LIKE LIVING AND MISSION TO THE 
WORLD. 
 
We believe that God’s justifying grace must not be separated from His sanctifying power 
and purpose. The Holy Spirit is the active agent in our sanctification seeking to produce 
His fruit in us as our minds are renewed and our beings are conformed to the image of 
Christ.  
 
Though indwelling sin remains a reality, we grow in the knowledge of the Lord as we are 
led by the Spirit, resulting in the putting off of old patterns of sin and the loving pursuit of 
a holy and godly life. Believers are exhorted to persevere in the faith knowing they will 
give an account to God for their every thought, word and deed. The spiritual disciplines, 
including Bible study, prayer, worship, confession, and repentance, are vital means of 
grace16 in this endeavor. Nevertheless, the believer’s confidence to persevere is solely 
based on the sure promise of God to preserve His people until the end. 
 
The grace He provides freely enables us to keep His commandments as we live in the 
world, in order that all people may see our good works and glorify our Father who is in 
heaven. In obedience to Christ’s commission, we are to go and make disciples among all 
people, always bearing witness to the Gospel in every aspect of our lives.  
 
Key Texts: Matt 28:18-20; Rom 8; Eph 5:27; Heb 12:14. Eph 4:20-24; Phil 1:6f. 
-------------------------------------- 
16 The phrase “means of grace” refers to the tools God gives us to know Him better and fellowship with Him. Because 
closer fellowship with God always results in God’s grace being poured out upon believers, we call these practices “means 
of grace.”  
 

 
THE CHURCH 

 
GOD'S GOSPEL IS NOW EMBODIED IN THE CHURCH. 
 
There is one universal Church composed of all who in every time and place are chosen in 
Christ and united to Him through faith by the Spirit, and are joined in one Body with 
Christ Himself as the all-sustaining and all-authoritative Head. We believe that the 
ultimate purpose of the Church is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.  
 
It is God’s will that the universal Church find expression in local churches where believers 
gather to hear the Word of God proclaimed, to engage in corporate worship, to baptize 
new believers, to partake in the Lord’s Supper, and to mobilize in fulfilling the Great 
Commission. 
 
Each member of the body is called to exercise his/her spiritual gifts in building one 
another's faith by encouraging, loving, exhorting, discipling one another, and engaging in 
the evangelism of the lost.  
 
Key Texts: Matt 28:18-20, Acts 1:8; 2:42; 1 Cor 12:4-11; Eph 2:19- 22; Col 1:18; 3:16-17; Heb 10:23-25. 



 

 
ORDINANCES 

 
GOD’S GOSPEL IS EXPERIENCED, PROCLAIMED, AND LIVED OUT IN THE 
CHURCH.  

The two church practices given by Jesus include water baptism by immersion and the 
Lord’s Supper, neither of which impart saving grace.  

Water baptism, intended for true believers who have been saved by the work of Christ, is 
an act of obedience and a visual demonstration of a person’s union with Christ in the 
likeness of His death and resurrection. It signifies that the power of sin is broken, vividly 
depicting a believer's newness of life. Key Texts: Matt 28:19-20; Acts 2:41; 8:34-39; Rom 6:3-11.  

The Lord’s Supper is a regular reminder of Jesus’ sacrifice intended for those who have 
become followers of Christ and symbolizes Christ’s sacrifice in the giving of His body17 and 
the shedding of His blood on our behalf.  As we partake of the Lord’s Supper together as 
God’s united people, with an attitude of faith and self-examination, we remember and 
proclaim the death of Christ and His payment for our sins.  Through this we look forward 
to partaking in the marriage supper with Christ in the new heavens and the new earth.  
Key Texts: Mt 26:26-29; 1 Cor 11:23-34. 
-------------------------------------- 
17 The Bible uses the word “crush” to describe the agony Jesus, the Messiah, absorbed from the hand of the Father (Is 
53:1-12). But this metaphorical language is not to be confused with the clear statements in prophecy and the historical 
record that no bones in Jesus’ body were broken (Jn 19:36).  
 
 

LAST THINGS 
 
GOD'S GOSPEL REQUIRES A RESPONSE THAT HAS ETERNAL 
CONSEQUENCES. 
 
We believe in the personal, glorious, and bodily return of our Lord Jesus Christ with His 
holy angels when He will exercise His role as final Judge and His kingdom will be 
consummated. We believe in the bodily resurrection of both the just and the unjust—the 
unjust to judgment and eternal conscious punishment in Hell away from the presence of 
God and the glory of His might, and the just to eternal blessedness in the presence of 
Him who sits on the throne and of the Lamb, in the new heaven and the new earth, the 
home of righteousness. On that day, all things will be made new. The church will be 
presented faultless before God because of the suffering and triumph of Christ. All sin will 
be purged and its wretched effects forever banished. God will restore to an unchallenged 
position all that is good, pure, true, beautiful, and right.* God will be all in all. His people 
will be captivated by His holiness.  Everything will be to the praise of His glorious grace.18, 19 
Key Texts: Matt. 24:29-31, 36-51, 25:31-46; Lk. 12:35-48, 16:19-31; 2 Thess 1:9; 2 Pet. 3:1-13; 
Rev. 14:9-11; 20:11-15, 21:1-8, 22:6-21. 
-------------------------------------- 
* An expression penned by David Wells in God in the Whirlwind, regarding the wrath of God and what it accomplishes. 

 



 

18 Theologians have developed entire systems of eschatology. We recognize these systems and eagerly anticipate the 
opportunity to examine them together.  

19 When Scripture tells us about the return of Christ, it doesn’t give us this information so that we can put it on a chart and 
watch the events as they pass by. That would be catering to our intellectual pride, among other things. Why, then, does 
Scripture have so much to say about the last days? So that we can reorder our lives in the light of Jesus’ coming.  Every Bible 
passage about the return of Christ is written for a practical purpose—not to help us to develop a theory of history, but to 
motivate our obedience. (Adapted from John M. Frame, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Christian Belief 
(Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing, 2013), 1086–1096. 
 
This Doctrinal Statement first edition completed Sept 30, 2022 at 9:20 pm by Steve Lynn, Nick Staffileno, 
Chris Reynolds, Kevin Pettit, and Calvin Stickel. 

 


